50 Scientologists told
to leave Britaln

DAILY TELEGRAPH REPORTER

MORE

than 50 Scientology students were yesterday

ordered to leave Britain by immigration officids after

arriving on three flights from

America _

Many had arrived at Heath-
row Airport late on Tuesday
night. They were booked into
local  hotels and f(ly_uarded by
security men until flight depar-
ture times yesterday.

A Home Office esman sad
last night thar all 74 Scientology
students who had arrived ‘in
Britainn. on Tuesday had been
refused entry. Although most
were provided with overnight
accommodation, 23 had been sent
back the same day. :

The hotel bill will be paid by
BOAC which flew the students
to Britain from New York. Total

" tens of thousands " of Scientolo-
gists in the London area alone. It
would not be fair to name any of
them " when we are in the middle
of the biggest witch-hunt since
James 11]."

About 500 Scientologists have
hired a hall in the Cafe Royadl,
London, for a rally this.weekend.
The management does not object
to the meeting. " It is just a busi-
ness transaction as far as we are
concerned.” said a spokesman last
night.

An international conference of
Scientologists will be held at the
Fairfield © Halls, Croydon, from
Aug. 16 to Aug. 18, despite local
protests.

cost will be around £250. Cult's charter flight off—P17

The students, who had arrived
to study at Scientology's British
headquarters at East Grinstead,
Sussex, were ordered to leave
following a ban imposed by Mr.
Robinson, Minister of Health.

He sad the Government was
satisfied the American-born cult
was " socially harmful " and did
not consider the East Grinstead
arrivals were bona fide students.

Robinson challenged

As its members were leaving
the country yesterday, the cult's
spokesman, Mr. David Gaiman,
demanded a Publlc inquiry into
the conduct of Mr. Robinson and
the activities of three Scotland
Yard detectives who are conduct-
ing an investigation into Scien-
tology on instructions from the
Home Office. He said it had been
impossible to take legal action
against the Health Minister be-
cause he denounced the cult in
the Commons and was protected
by Parliamentary privilege.

He challenged the Minister to
repeat his allegations in public
"and then we could use the
remedy under the law." Scientolo-
gists were already in the process
of issuing 14 writs alleglgg libel
on parties who had reported their

| activities " iinlairb and grosdy
{ inaccurately.”
I Mr. Gaman claimed theie weie
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LOVE-TU

G CASE

JUDGEATTACKS
CORRUPT" CULT

By GUY RA41S
THE Church of Scientology was condemned
©as " corrupt, sinister and dangerous’

Hay

by Mr Justice LATEY in the High Court yester-

The judge described the practices of the Cdi-

[RrPISE s fHare
and socialy obnoxious.”

The actions of Hubbard
and his helpers were

by its" messiah," Ronad
But in gving the mother

custody, the judge directed that
they should not
thar father, "
as they love him." They

e cut of from
who loves them
should

rimlt reminiscent of the pe allowed to vist him regu-

unting and  bullying

Hitler and his henchmen.
Mr Justice Latey, giving
judgment in open court after a
,Private hearing ordered a scien-
ogist father to hand over his
?year-old son and eight-year-
old daughter totheir 28-year-old
.other, who had fought for
most six years to be re-united
ith them after she, hersdf,
roke away from the cult.

The judge ordered the cult
> stop intimidating and harass-
ig 'the mother, warning them
ut failure to do so would be
rait with, with the " utmost
evrrity .

Giving his reasons for taking
if children away from the
athcr, 32. who has since re
tarried, the judge said Scien-
ilogy was corrupt " because it
; based on lies arid deceit, and
as as its real objective, money
nd power for its founder, his
« ife and those close to him at
he top.

"It is, shister because it
adulges in infamous practices,
eoth 'to its adherents who_do
iot toe the line unqucstion-
ngly. and to those outsde who
riticise or oppose it.

" It is ciaruuous “or-due u
s out to capture young people,
-specially children’ and’ impres-
Jlonable” young peogle,. and
indoctrinafe  and rainwash
hem so that they become the
mclustlonlng captives and
-o0ls of the cult, withdrawn
~ thought, I|V|ng,
ips with others™

from ordinar
end relation

Great Courage

of - larly.

_Indicating that he had given
his decision in open court as a
" warning to others" the judge
made a scathing attack on
Hubbard.

To promote the cult he had
falsely claimed he was a war
hero,” wounded in action and
decorated. with the American
Purple Heart.

He was not wounded and he
was not so decorated." He had
also falsely claimed he had been
crippled and blinded in the war,
and then cured by techniques
practised by cult members.

Hubbard had also claimed he
was sent by US Naval inte-
ligence to bresk up a black
magic ring in California. He
was not. He was himsdf a
member of that occult group
and practised ritual sexual
magic in it.

The judge said Hubbard had
now disappeared and was being
sought by police in America.

Congant threats

Outside the court, the mother,
holding back tears, said she was
" overjoyed " at the decision.
"1 am’ looking forward to ‘a
new life with my children. It
will be nice to be freed from.
Scientology.
~ She was planning a -new life
in Australia wheré she hoped
to remarry soon.

The children currently live
with their father in East Grin-
stead, West Sussex, where the
Scientologists have their British
headquarters and attend a
school run principally by the
sect

After  the

. hearing, Mr
He described Hubbard, who \ichad Garside, who described

went into hiding in 1980 and

whose whereabouts are a
mysterr. and his wife, Mary, as
" charlatans and worse"” To

e from ther clutches, as
the mother had done, called
for " great courage and resolu-
because " the strancle-

tion,"

himsdf as public affairs officer
of the sect, said: " It.is an
extraordinary judgment, like
Alice in Wonderland."

In a statement later, the
Church of Scientology said it
" regretted” the judge's

hold is tight and unrelenting, Criticism.

and the discipline ruthless."

The children were at a school
by scientologists,

controlled
whose objectives were to

ture the child and its mind. The

" The church was not a party
to the action and therefore had
no opportunity to be repre-
sented or give evidence.

"The judge was therefore

" paleful influence" of the cult given a  onesded statement

was ever

would be to leave
" gravely at risk."

present, and to leave and
the children with the f?;]her finding  of
em

facts about the
chur are substantially inac-
curate.”

d outdated picture, and his.
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CULT FATHER
LOSES PLEA TO
KEEP CHILDREN

HE decision to “ rescue ” two children from
the clutches of the Scientology cult,
branded “ corrupt, sinister and dangerous ”
by a High Court judge, was backed by tw
Appeal Court judges yesterddy. '
They refused the plea by the faher, a

Scientologist, to overturn Mr Justice Latey's ruling
in July that the children mugt be handed over to their

mother to start a new life
‘in Augtrdia
The 32-year-dd father sad

the judge’ too far in
his attack on the church and
its founder L. Ron Hubbard.

And he claimed this had
affected the judge's discretion
in deciding what- was in the
best interest of the children, a
bOK/I of 10 and girl of eight.

‘Mr Justice LaIEP/ described
the practices of Hubbard and
his helpers as " grimly reminis-
cent of the ranting and bullyin
uf Hitler and his henchmen.
He said their brainwashing of
children at an early age was
" training for slavery." = . -

Lord Justice DUNN sittin
with  Lord Justice PURCHA
agreed that the judge had ex-

ressed himself in " strong and

orthright terms.” But he said
that was no ground for chal-
Ienﬁlng bis decision. )
e said there was ample evi-
dence that the father had lied
on occasion, and the judge
could not rely on assurances
that the children would be pro-
tected from Scientology until
they were-old enough to make
up their own minds.

The children have been living
with the father since the couple
split up in 1978. But the judges
ordered them to be handed over
to the 28-year-old mother on
Saturday af noon. :

Scales tipped

She will take them back to
Australia_with her new hus-
band, a 36-year-old art dealer,
at the beginning of next week.
~ The father, whose new wife
is expectlsrelg a child in October,
was refu leave 'to eal to
the House of Lprds. But he was
told be could have reasonable
access to the children.

Mr Justice Latey had found
that the children "were hapﬂy
and well looked after by the
father but be said it was inevit-
able that if they stayed with
him_they would be brought up
as Scientologists. :

Lord Justice Dunn said the
Scientology factor “tipped the
scales" in favour of the mother.
The judge had to balance the
risks"and to do so he had to
make findings about Scien-
tology. .

Those findings were not chal-

lenged in the apPeal court.
" The judge plainly felt strongly
t_hall(t these children were at
risk."

Mr Justice Latey had called
Hubbard a charlatan. .

He had said: "Scientology is
both immoral and socialy ob-
noxious. . In my judgment it is
corrupt, sinister and dangerous.
It is corrupt because it is based
on lies and deceit and has as its
real objective money and power
for Mr Hubbard, bis wife and
those close to him at the top.

Infamous practices

"It is_ sinister because It
indulges in infamous practices
both to its adherents who do not
toe the line unquestioning and
to those outside who criticise or
oppose it. : -

"It is dangerous because it
is out to capture people, especi-
aly children and impressionable
youngb people, and indoctrinate
and brainwash them so that
thev become the unquestioning
catives and tools of the culf,
withdrawn = from ordinar
thought, living and relationship’s
with others."

The mother and father mar-
ried in 1973 when both were
Scientologists.  They divorced
in 1979 and the mother broke
away from the cult.

Sp——

RELIGIOUS
SECT'S FOUR
ON COUNCIL

Four members of a contro-
versial religious sect will be
returned unopposed as parish
councillors for the village of
Herringewell, Suffolk, today.

It -will be the village's first
council election. The four live
in thé manor house taken over
by the Medina Rajnessh sect
as its British HOQ in 1982, It
is home to 140 of the followers
of Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh.

Ma Prem Diana, Ma Simant.
Swami  Anand Amrito and
Swami  Anand Neerava have
been nominated to the council
in their English names: Diana
Grant. Derek Hawkins, Christo--
pher Scott and Gillian Westley.
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Man went bankrupt
after £175,000 gifts
to Scientologists

By Lin Jenkins
A MATHEMATICS graduate who founded

his own

computer company, went bankrupt after he "reck-
lessly and cynically exploited”" easy credit from banks,
finance and credit card companies to give more than
£71,000 in 17 monthsto the Church of Scientology.

Mr Adrian Thomas Hay-
man, 38, paid £175,000 to the
"corrupt, sinister and dan-
gerous” church over 14
years. '

But he began increasing his
average annual payments of
£8,000 by borrowing.

At a public examination at
Tunbridge Wells, Kent, yester-
day, he denied a suggestion from
Mr Stephen Harley, Assistant
Officid Receiver, that he bor-
rowed the mone% in the knowl-
edgeit could not berepaid.

Mr Hayman admitted the bor-'

rowing had been "rash and com-
mercially wrong".

Described as*having a good
knowledge of commercial moral-
ity and ethics, Mr Hayman
claimed the money had been for
counselling and training courses
run by the church at their British
headquarters in St Hill Manor,
East Grinstead, Sussex.

More than £15,000 was paid for
three leather-bound volumes au-
tographed by the cult founder,
Ron Hubbard, and £16,500 for an
autographed "E-meter" — an
electronic device used during
"therapy".

Mr Harley, who rejected the’

w?gestion‘_th_at they were vau-
able religious  artefacts,
described them as virtually
worthless, adding: "You paid for
them because you knew it was
not for the artefacts, but a dona-
tion to Scientology."

Mr Harley said Mr Hayman
had run up debts of £250,000 and
had adeficiency of £1,009.

Asked if he knew about a court
case in 1984 concerning the
church and a member who took
his two children away from their
mother for six years, Mr Hayman
replied: "Yes".

Mr Harley then quoted Mr Jus-
tice Latey: "Scientology is both
immoral and socialy obnoxious.
In my Judgment itis corrupt, sin-
ister and dangerous. It is corrupt
because it is based on lies and
deceipt and has as its real objec-
tive money and power."

Mr Harley said: "It seems very
difficult for the layman to distin-
guish between this church and a
commercial concern.

"There are areas in this case
that cause me concern.

"We have a situation of an
experienced businessman reck-
lessly and cynically exploiting
the easy availability of credit to
obtain monies which he had no
real expectation of paying back,
and immediately proceeding to
put those out of reach of his cred-
Itors bty putting them in the cof-
fers of an organisation with-a
somewhat chequered past that
has been severely criticised by
thejudiciary of this country."

‘Mr Hayman said he did not
give detalls to his creditors of
why he was borrowing money. .

Mr Hayman, of.Woodshill
Lane, Ashurst Wood, Sussex,
said he thought he could repay
the money by gambling on the
Stock Exchange. But after deal-
:Er%%s 00v(\)/orth 750,000, he lost.

i
Mr Hayman's wife Jocelyn, 30,
a co-director in the computer
company, also went bankrupt
with adeficit of £13,500. :

She told the public examina-
tion that all financial transac-
tions were conducted by her
husband.

Judge Birks said the public
examination in both cases had ¢
been concluded.



riend cleared of Scientol Oy i imsated e

decides that she wa

Mother says |

sect has

bewitched

. Sauahter.

tologist Kathleen Wilson. 23.

and her 63-year-old mother,

who had not seen each other

for more than two-and-a-half
ears, took place during the
rial of Stephen Cooper.

Last Friday, Mrs Margaret
Wilson and her daughter met
in the wel| of the court and
hugged briefly.

But rather than sharing an
emotional moment. Mrs Wil-
son told her daughter she had
been "brainwashed" by
scientologists. Her daughter’,
in turn, accused "instigators
and enemies of thechurch" of
duping Mr Cooper into
believing she needed to be
rescued.

‘The mother and daughter
did not see each other over
the weekend — despite, Mrs
Wilson said, her attempts to
contact her daughter at the
cult's headquarters at East
Grinstead.

A saddened Mrs Wilson
left court on Monday eve-
ning, planning to return to
her™ Cleveland home early
yesterday, not knowing if her
daughter would keep her
promisetovisit her.

The exchanges between
them were witnessed b

Cooper, who said: "At least. home."

if | haven't done anything

together."

ou come and see me/" Miss

ilson replied: "1 will come cgre?"

As court officials,
lawyers and reporters lis-
else. I've brought them back tened. Mrs Wilson said: " You
) . have made meill.

Mrs Wilson, who lives at * "Why don't
Boosbeck, near Saltburn, father Tlan, 7
told her daughter last Fri- rated from Mrs Wilson]. He
day: "I haven't seen you for isill through not seein
more than two years. You You've been brainwa
have been saying you will You don't know what you've
visit for twoyears. Why don't  put methrough.

"All the trouble. Don't you
Miss Wilson:

course | care Mrs Wilson
asked why she was accusigg
Mr Cooper of things he h
not done.

Miss Wilson said it was not
Cooper, but "the people
beind him. who put him up to
it". This echoed the claim of
cult officials at the court that
"apostates', renegade for-
mer scientologists, had
stirred up Cooper.

But Mrs Wilson blamed the

Family at odds: Kathleen Wilson with her mother Margaret outside L ewes Crown Court

cult: "It isnot good that they
keep a daughter away from
her mother.” You were all |
lived for and now I've got
nothing. You've thrown your
lifeaway. Why?"
MissWilson: " | havenot."
Sheinsisted that she would
visit her mother if she would
not be kidnapped. Her moth-
er retorted: "Whod want to
kidnap you? You'renot a mil-
lionaire'sdaughter.” Outside

fs

the courtroom, as Miss Wil-
son rejoined fellow  cult
member's, her mother said: "1
can't get through to her.
She's been brainwashed.

" She was quite easy-goin
as a child, but was easily |
and %ulllble. I had to get her
out of troubleat home.

After the acquittal of Coo-
per. Miss Wilson said the
verdict could drive her and
her mother further apart.
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Reports by John Steele
Courts Correspondent

A MAN who tried to remove
a woman from the Church oft
Scientolggy was cleared of:
attempted kidnap yesterday.
after ‘arguing that "brain-
washing™ by the cult had
turned her into a robot with-
out the ability to decide
whether she consented or not
to leaving. -

Stephen Cooper's "vic-
tim", 23-year-old former
shoe shop worker Miss Kath-
leen Wilson, told the jury
that she was happy to be at
the cult's headquarters at
Saint Hill Castle in East
Grinstead, East Sussex, and

“did not consent to being

removed.

The court also heard he
had admitted to police he
intended to "snatch her"
against her will.

But Cooper, 27, whorunsa
newsagent's shop, was
cleared at Lewes Crown
Court of the charge by a jury
which relired at 12.53pm,
began their lunch at 1pm and
returned with unanimous
verdictsat 2 pm.

His counsel, Mr John
Tanzer, argued that, even
though she claimed in court
she did not consent to
removal, it was possible her
free will had been removed
by the processes she had
undergonein the cult and she
did not have " sufficient intel-
ligence and understanding”
to decide if she consented.

After the verdict, a
delighted Cooper said: "I
wasn't confident. | thought
the evidence was against me
but thejurg was fantastic. In
my eyes, British justice has
won today."

Scientology officials took a

‘different view, warning the

verdict would act as a " green

Free: S:ooper yesterday

light" to those who wanted
to remove members from
sects. Miss Wilson, a former
flatmate of Cooper, said: "I
am outraged.

"1 feel insulted by the ver-
dict. Instead of judgin
Stephen, they judged me.
said | wanted to stay at Saint
Hill and | meant it. 1 was not
brainwashed.”

Mr.Justice Hidden told the
jury that Scientology was not
on trial and that they did not
have to decide ii it was a cult
or areligion.

The Issue was Stephen
Cooper's acts and intentions
when he went to Saint Hill
with another man on the
night of Nov 6. 1992.

o prove attempted kid-
nap, the Crown had to estab-
lish four elements — an
attempt to remove her, that
it was by force, that it was
without lawful excuse and
that she did not consent.

The first two elements
were not challenged — Mr
Cooper admitted to police he
went to snatch her, "proba-
bly against her will", after

5, 1995 3

woman as jury,
s brainwashed

Lo ' -
(SR

awful excuse because that!
would require a belief thatt
she faced physical danger -

But the judge ruled that
there could be a possibl
defence on the grounds of
consent, even though Miss
Wilson testified that she didi
not consent. :

This enabled Mr Tanzer to
tell the jury some of the evi-
dence suggested a regime in
which she was effectively
enslaved and robbed of her
freewill.

"Kathleen Wilson was a
victim. She was deprived of
her own free will and
Stephen Cooper sought to
rescue her. She never said
she wanted to be rescued but
we say, Slmp|3/, that is
because she couldn't.

"If a member of our soci-
ety is turned into a robot,
turned into a slave, is that
person consenting? A robot
Is programmed as to what to
say. e person underneath
has been suppressed and
enslaved.”

Cooper, he said, was not a
"malign kidnapper using
unwarranted force to take
away a damsel manifestly
not in distress". Rather, he
wanted to "put her in a posi-
tion" to make her own free
choice.

Outside court, Cooper,
from Saltburn, Cleveland,
said the last two years had
been a nightmare.He

lanned to marry Miss Lorna

owden, 23, the one-time
close friend of Miss Wilson.

"1 was only interested in
the welfare of Kathleen. We
felt she had changed, after
joining them. Lorna said she
was always easily-led and
that she had to look after her

. at school."
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Cult's hopes of Improving
Its Image takes aknock

THE acquittal of Stephen
Cooper is a major setback for
the Church of _
its efforts to dispel its image
as a sinister and manipula-
tivecult. _

~ The decision will go down
in the demonol o%y of the cult
,—Or, initsown ermmoloPy,
on the ever-lengthening [ist,
of anti-scientology "suppres-
sive acts" — alongside a
bench-mark case ifi'the fam-
ily division of the High Court
in 1984. _ .

In that hearing Mr Justice
Latey decided a custody dis-
pute” between a father who
was a committed scientolo-
Plst and a mother who had
eft the cult by removing two

_children from™ the father and
giving them to the mother.

- After a three-week trial in
which he heard evidence

. about Scientology and its late
founder, the science fiction
writer turned spiritual guru,
L Ron Hubbard, he said:
"Scientology is both
immoral and Socially obnox-

- ious. In my opinion’it is cor-
rupt, sinister and dangerous.

"It is corrupt because it is
based on lies and deceit and
has as its real objective mon-
ey and power for Mr Hub-

-' bard, his wife and those close
to him at the top. )
~ "It is sinister because it

. indulges in infamous prac-

" tices, both to its adherents
who do not toe the line
unguestioningly and to those
outside who criticise or
oppose it. _
~ "It is dangerous because it
is out to capture people
especially children an

‘less

ientology in . i

= Wm0
Ron Hubbard: charlatan'

impressionable
Beo_ple, and indoctrinate an
rainwash them so that they
become the unquestioning
captives and tools of the cult,
withdrawn from ordinary
thought, . living and relation-
ships with others.” -
he cult, which offers end-
press releases and
glossy brochures to the me-
ia, has denounced the Latey
hearing as a "travesty of jus-
tice" 1n which; it was no
allowed to defend itself. =
Scientology was created by
Hubbard more than 40 years
ago. In essence, he sug-
gested humans are reincar-
nated from the beginning of
time and inside everyone
there is a thetan — or Spirit
— trying to help the human
improve. o _
But the thetan is handi-
capped by entrains — bad
tho_u%hts or past misdeeds —
which have to be cleared by
the processes of Scientol ng
known as dianetics, to guide

youn

human

the individual
spiritual.

towards

enlightenment. _
~The central tool of diane-
tics is "auditing with an
e-meter", amachinewhichis
used when Scientology mem-
bers are quizzed by "audi-
tors" about their innermost
thoughts. -

Auditing, the theory goes,
enables members to confront
and overcome engrams.

Within the culf there is a
cadre of dedicated members
known as "Sea-Org" whose
recruits sign a contract to
work for a hillion years and
they audit their way "up the
bridge" of spiritual”improve-

ment towards the levels of
"clear and Operating
- Thetan". :

As evidence in the Cooper
trial showed, cult membeérs
wear uniforms and the East
Grinstead castle is patrolled
by guardswith handcuffs and
heavy torches. _

The jury heard of "ethics
officers" and "ethics penal-
ties" for those committing
harmful acts. The "rehabili-
tation project force" was a
euphemism for an internal
disciplinary body.

Cooper's lawyers were
unable to adducé the Latey
judgment in his case but the
detailed evidence before the
judge in 1984 convinced him
thai Hubbard, who died in
1986, was a "charlatan and
worse" who had lied about
his background and war
record to promote himself
and had created a quasi-reli-
gion to make money for him-
self and his cohorts.



Detective
on trail
f.IV.palr

detective, hired

attorneys acting for

the Church of Scien-
tology. has approached
friends and relations of the
makers of a British tele-
vision biography of the
Church s founder, visitin
home addresses discover
by trickery.

He has then spread allega-
tions that the film-makers
may be implicated in an
international conspiracv of
extortion and  money-
laundering.

Simon Berthon. the execu-
tive producer of :he film
about L Ron Hubbard. shown
in Secret Lives series on
Channel 4 last night, con-
demned the detective of
activities yesterday as a
“"peculiar and subtle form of
harassment -

He said the Scientologists
agents had somehow man-

ed to establish which tele-
P‘ one numbers he and the
ilm's producer-director. Jill
Robinson, had recently rung
on their private lines.

Those numbers had then
been rung by awoman claim-
ing to be conducting a survey
of television-viewing habits.
The woman promised a
year's free magazine sub-
scription to those who took
part in the survey — thereby
tricking the film-makers'
contacts into revealing their

the dffective. Eugene M In-
gram, of Los Angeles,
arrived on the triends" door-
steps, saving that he vas
inquiring ‘about Mr Berthon
and Ms Robinson in connec-
tion with an international
conspiracy of extortion and
money laundering.

Mr Berthon said that the }

allegations appeared to have
sprung from a payment of
£2,000 that his company had
made for access to an archive
of ~ material on the
Scientologists.

Ms Robinson, 45, said yes-
terday that aoout eight or her
friends and associates :n
England, including her par-
ents and her hairdresser, had
been visited by Mr Ingram
Four of those had earlier
received telephone calls
from a woman claiming ro be
conducting a survey on tele-
vision-viewing habits.

She said that she and her
crew- had also been followed
bv detectives in the United
States. Canada and England,
ever since they started mak-
ing the film last June.

"It's a bit spooky." she
said. "l just don 't see what it
is they hope to achieve.
except they seek to intimi-
date me."

Mr Berthon said that when
friends began to complain
that they had been visited by-
Mr Ingram, he checked with

NEWS FEATURE
The maker of aprogramme on Scientology says he has been the victim of 'subtle harassment'. TOM UTLEY reports

L Ron Hubbard, church founder, and film producer Jill Robinson, who said friends and relatives had been telephoned

12 friends and relatives
whom he had recently tele-
phoned from home.

"Out of 12 calls made. |
have discovered that nine
have been telephoned by a
woman offering a free maga-
zine if they take part ina TV
viewing-habit survey and

ive their name and ad-

ress." Three of those nine
had subsequently been vis-
ited by Mr Ingram_

"This is well beyond coin-
cidence." said Mr Berthon.

Among them was a friend
and neighbour. Charlotte
Joll, whom he had tele-
phoned recently to accept a
children's-party invitation

it M, = T -

for his daughter. She said:
“'Last Fnday afternoon a
man rang or. the doorbell
showing me his private
investgator's licence and
then asked ed me if |
knew someone he was trying
to get in touch with.

"He showed me three pho-
tographs of a man | had
neler seen before and said
this guy was wanted for some
kind of offence to do with
getting money fraudulently.
I had no Idea what it was
about Then he mentioned
Simon Berthon -s name. Did |
know. him? | said 'Yes. our
children are friends.' | then
remembered that our au pair

had told me a coupie of days
earlier that she had been
rung b% someone purporting
to do be doing research on
our television viewing hab-
its, offering her a year's sub-
scription to our’ favourite
magazine and asking for our
address."

Miss Joll said that Mr
Ingram had not mentioned
the Scientologists.

Another of Mr Berthon's
friends who was asked to
take part in a telephone sur-
vev was Dorothy Byrne. the
editor of ITVs The Big Story.

She said that Mr Ingram
had telephoned her at her
office at 20-20 Vision, saying

that he was a private detec-
tive investigating extortion,
and asking for information
about Mr Berthon and Ms
Robinson.

"I told him that Simon was
one of the most highly
regarded people in tele-
vision. | also told him that in
Britain we don't really appre-
ciate private detectives
han%lng around outside
people's houses.

"Then on Friday | received
a phone call from a woman
saying that she was doing a
survey of TV viewing habits.
| told her | didn't want to
answer her questions. She
said she represented an orga-

riomg EXC FOHSTS

nisation called Clark TV.
which  makes TV pro-
grammes. | thought it was
peculiar that they would be
doing surveys of viewing
habits. "

Bernard Clark, chief exec-
utive ot Clark TV Produc-
tions, said yesterday that his
company never conducted
surveys of that sort. "There
is no way we would ever do
TV-viewing surveys." he
said. "They have made a
mistake by using our name. '

Another friend of Mr
Berthon's who preferred not
to be named, said the family
au pair had received a tele-

hone call last Thursday
rom a woman telling -‘a
cock-and-bull story about a
survey". The au pair had
been promised a free maga-
zine subscription and had
given her address.

On Sunday Mr Berthon's
friend answered the door to a
man who said he was a pri-
vate detective, trying to find
a man who had put money
into a laundering account.

He showed her a photo-
graph of Mr Berthon getting
into his car and asked_if she
knew him. He then said that
Mr Berthon had put the mon-
ev into the "laundering

LEGAL MOVES

THE SCIENTOLOGISTS
are considering taking
legal action against
Channel 4 following last
night's highly critical
programme on the activi-
ties of their founder.
L Ron Hubbard, writes
Victoria Combe
Churches Correspondent.

The movement, which
has a following of Holly--
wood stars including
John Travolta and and
Nicole Kidman, has
enlisted the services of
the libel solicitor, Peter
Carter-Ruck & Partners.

The Scientologists
claim that the pro-
gramme, in the Secret:

Lives series, was "grossly
unfair" and amounts to a
"character assassina-
¢ tion" of L Ron Hubbard.

Their solicitors have
written to the Indepen-
dent Television Commis-
sion attacking the meth-
ods used in making the
documentary and
demanding “"immediate
intervention".

The Scientology move-
ment is now recognised
as a church by the United
States tax authorities.

ment made by Mr Berthon
and dismissing all allega-
tions against Mr Ingram's
conduct as false.

In it. Mr Abelson said that
he had hired Mr Ingram to
investigate international
conspirators who were t?/l ng
to extort money from
Churches of Scientology with
help from the media.

Mr Berthon and Ms Robin-
son had been in touch with
some of these people, said
Mr Abelson. "Consequently
| have retained Mr Ingram,
as part of his |nvest|galory
duties, to determine whether
individuals including Ms
Robinson and her producer
Simon Berthon are know-
ingly acting in furtherance of
the intentions of the sus-
pected conspirators.”

Mr Abelson said in the let-
ter: "Mr Ingram is pursuing
his investigation candidly
and openly in direct contrast
to Ms Robinson'sinquiriesin
the United States. Any com-
plaints about his activities in
this regard from your clients
are rejected.”

For the Church. Mr Wilson
said that in preparing the
documentary, Mr Berthon's
3MB Television bad made no

attempt to contact either the
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nisation called Clark TV,
which makes TV pro.
grammes. 1 thought it was
peculiar that they would be
doing surveys of viewing
habits."”

Bernard Clark, chiel exec-
utive of Clark TV Produc-
tions, said yesterday that his
company never conducied
surveys of that sort. “There
is no way we would ever do
TV-viewing survevs.” he
said. "They have anade a
mistake by using our name,”

Aunosther friend of Mr
Benhon's who preferred not
16 be pawed, sard the family
au pair had received a tele-
phone call Tast Thucrsday
from a woman Sclling a
cock-and-bull storyv about a
survey'. The aw pair had
been promised a iree maga-
zine subscription and had
given her address.

On Sunday Mr Berthon's
friend answered the door to a
man who sajd he was a pri-
vate detective, tryving to find
a man who had putl money
il & Jaundering account.

He showed her a photo-
graph of Mr Berthon getting
into his car and asked if she
kpew him. He then said that
Mr Berthon had put the mon-
ey into the “laundering
account'' and that this was
an offence.

The friend sajd: '] said 1
was surprised to hear that
because he was an upright
citizen with a good repufa-
tion. He did not mention the
Scientologists once,

“] thought ‘*how the hell
did he get my number?’ Then
we warked backwards.

“The thing that worries e
mosi 1§ how they can get par-
ticulars of the numbers
Simon had rung."”

Asked about these facis
this week, the Church of
Scientology said: 't sounds
very intriguing. Ji sounds
bizarre.”

Graeme Wilson, public
affairs director of the Church
in the United Kingdom, said
that Mr Ingram had been
tired by an American attor-
ney, Elliot J Abelson of Los
Angeles, which acted for the
Church. He faxed 10 The
Draily Telegraph a letier from
Mr Abelson to D J Freeman,
Mr Berthon's solicitor, reply-
ing 1o a complaint of harass-

clarm that Lhe pro-
gramme, in Lhe Secret
Lives series, was “grossly
anfair” and amounts to a
“¢haracler assassina.
tion” of L Ron Hubbard.
Their salicitors have
wrilten (o the Indepen-
dent Television Commis-
sion attacking the meth-
ods used in making the

documentary and
demanding ‘‘immediate
intervention”.

The Scientology move-
menl is now recognised
as a church by the United
Statles tax authorities.

ment made by Mr Berthon
and dismissing all allega-
tions against Mr Ingram's
conduct as false.

In it, Mr Abelson said that
he had hired Mr Ingram to
investigate international
conspirators who were trying
to extort money from
Churches of Scientology with
help from the media.

Mr Berthon and Ms Robin-
son had been in touch with
some of these people, said
Mr Abelson. "Consequently
I have retained Mr Ingram,
as part of his mvestlﬂatory
duties, to determine whether
individuals including Ms
Robinson and her producer
Simon Berthon are know-
ingly acting in furtherance of
the intentions of the sus-
pected conspirators.”

Mr Abelson said in the let-
ter: "Mr Ingram is pursuing
his investigation candidly
and openly in direct contrast
to Ms Robinson's inquiriesin
the United States. Any com-
plaints about his activities in
this regard from your clients
are rejected.”

For the Church, Mr Wilson
said that in preparing the
documentary, Mr Berthon's
3MB Television had made no
attempt to contact either the

Church of Scientology or Mr
Hubbard's aut orlsed
biographer.

Instead, Ms Roblnson had
travelled around America
interviewing the "worst pos-
sible detractors she could
dredge up".

Mr  Ingram could not be
reached last night.

In 1984 a British Hi%h
Court judge attacked the
Church of Scientology as
"corrupt, sinister and
dangerous."

"It is sinister," said Mr
Justice Latey, "because it
indulges in sinister practices
both to its adherents who do
not toe the line unquestion-
ingly and to those outside
who criticise or oppose it."
Mr Hubbard died in 1986.

A Home Office spokesman
said that he thought it was
not a criminal offence to run
a bogus telephone survey in
order to discover addresses.

"It is deceptive, but | can't
see how it could form an
offence of deception,” he
said.



